[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.jpg]



New Zealand 2019 –Trip of a lifetime
So as some of you are aware WATOC, each year, chooses one rally as Rally of the Year – 2016 saw the TOMCC Norway’s 30th Anniversary being given the title. In 2019 the title will go to our friends on the otherside of the globe down in New Zealand. From past experience we know this is always a good event and venues tend to be spectacular.  The dates for the rally will be 7-10 February 2019 and the venue will be the New Zealand South Island alpine resort of Hanmer Springs to the northwest of Christchurch. 
The Rally will run from the Thursday afternoon through to the Sunday.  Indoor accommodation is available for about 200 people plus ample tent sites.  Food and drink will be available throughout the weekend and cooked breakfasts and evening meals will be available with booking in advance.  Entertainment in the evenings, bike shows and the usual rideouts will be organised in this very scenic part of New Zealand. 
A little background on the venue:

Hanmer Springs is located about 140km northwest of Christchurch.  The town lies on a minor road a few kilometres off the northern route between Christchurch and the South Island West Coast via the Lewis Pass. 

The town is built around a popular hot spring which was discovered in the late 19th century.  The hot springs were produced by the fractured rock bed along the Hanmer fault. This hot spring has been developed into an extensive pool complex including a freshwater pool as well as hot pools of varying temperatures.
Hanmer Springs is also a popular tourist destination with Bungy jumping, jet boating, mountain biking and bush walking activities available.  A Visitor Information Centre provides information about the area and booking facilities for transport. 

For motorcyclists the area has a number of excellent rides in particular the road through to the West Coast via the Lewis Pass.  During summer months, gravel roads through the Rainbow Valley to St Arnaud and the Nelson Lakes National Park and through the Molesworth Station to Blenheim, Picton, and the Marlborough region are worth riding if you want to get off the tarmacked roads.
So if you are interested read on.  It may surprise you as to what you can do but first a statement :
“WATOC and member clubs are not actually organisingthe trip to NZ for the 2019 TOMCC NZ National Rally but we have been looking at ways for club members to be able to attend the rally and what follows is what we have found. Individuals can make their own decision as to whether or not they wish to go, and how”.
[image: image9.jpg]World Association of Triumph Owners Clubs ¢

RO9MWATIOC;
Rallly of the Yur

-—_>’: E _Further details on www.tomcce.co.nz
»@ « : or email: spall@callsouth.net.nz
¥ ~ » or phone 0064 3 489 1740

Hosted by the

Triumph Owners
i ‘Maotor Cycle.Club
iNewZealand Inc





Getting there – to NZ 
This is going to be down to you.  There are a thousand and one ways to buy an airticket and I am not about to recommend any in particular.  Whether you want the cheapest, quickest, least stops or an interesting stopover in somewhere exotic – there are plenty of ways to get a ticket so go for it.
How long to stay

My personal recommendation is as long as possible.  Although I appreciate for those of you working it’s going to be down to how much time off you can get. Absolute minimum would be 2 weeks and by that I mean two weeks in NZ.  So you need to add on 2 to 3 days each end for travelling.  Two weeks would give you enough time to have a good look round one of the two islands.  Three weeks would give you time to do both islands at a rush and 4 weeks would be ideal.

Next thing is how to travel once you get to NZ.There are quite a few alternatives, so here goes.

Public Transport 
NZ does not have a comprehensive rail network like we are used to in Europe.  In the South Island there are only two lines open to passenger trains! There is a good network of private coaches that cover routes between the major towns and points of interest, on a hop-on, hop-off basis and at very reasonable prices.A bit of surfing on the net should give you enough information.
Hire Car 

There is plenty of car hire companies available ranging from well known Hertz and Avis to more local(and normally cheaper) companies like Apex.Again a search with good old Google should turn up some good deals but as a very rough guide cheapest current rates are around NZD 25 a day but check for extra’s like non return deposits and insurance.
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Hire motorcycle 
Now that’s more like it.  After all we are in a bike club aren’t we! Unfortunately the possibilities here are a lot less than hire cars.  When you check the net it seems like there are quite a few companies catering for the motorcycle side of things but they have limited fleets.  Meaning you need to book well in advance as it’s a very popular destination for those of us who prefer 2 to 4 wheels.
Also if you want a Triumph the possibilities are even smaller.  So I would definitely recommend making any arrangements at least 6 months in advance.At the time of writing, prices for an average bike are around NZD 150 per day.  So for a two week holiday we are looking at NZD 2,100 minimum (approx. ₤1150 or €1350). Insurance and extras could easily take this over ₤1500 pounds.  And let’s not forget the bond also for hiring the bike (average NZD 2500) that’s refundable unless damaged when returned.  

[image: image3.jpg]



Buy a Bike/Car 

I have included this as several people have put it forward as an alternative. The only things you need to buy a vehicle in NZ are the money to pay for it and a NZ address to register it at.  Neither of these things should be a problem.  
Insurance is not a requirement in NZ by law but is advisable. There are plenty of second hand cars availablebut as with hire bikesthe choice when it comes to bikes is not as big as in Europe. 
Another thing to consider is how much of your holiday do you want to spend running round trying to find something and at the end of the holiday how easy is it going to be to sell it.  To get an idea of what’s available and what prices are like check out www.trademe.co.nz but please bear in mind the location.  Its great finding the ideal bike or car but if its 700km away it’s a pain in the a**e .
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Take your own bike 
I don’t mind admitting this is my personal favourite option.  So why does it appeal? When you read what follows it may initially put you off but bear with me and it will all become clear.

So these are the steps you need to take to get the bike there.
-Find a shipping company who is interested.  This can prove difficult.
-Crate up the bike (don’t forget you will need the crate to bring the bike back as well so you need to store the crate somewhere when you get to NZ).
-Thoroughly clean the bikeand yes it does need to be spotless all over as it has to pass the very strict entry inspection by Ministry of Primary Industries.  If the bike does not reach their standards they will charge you for cleaning which could cost at least
NZD 200.This would include any bike gear sent with the bike.

-OrganiseTransit/Marine insurance for while the bike is in the hands of the shipping company. They may help you arrange this but you will require a written valuation of the bike to sort this out.  For prices check the internet but remember you need it both ways.

In order for the bike to legally enter NZ,Customs import tax is required.  There are two ways to approach this.  You can purchase a “Carnet de Passage” which will cost in the region of ₤400 and is a guarantee that the bike will leave the country within 12 months of entry. The alternative is to pay the import tax (at 15% of your written valuation) however, the good thing is when the bike leaves the country you can claim all of thisback! although Customs can take up to 6 weeks to refund it.  This obviously makes more sense than the Carnet for which the cost is lost money.

Once the bike is in NZ, it must pass the equivalent of the MOT/TUV known in NZ as a Warrant of Fitness.  There is nothing here that should concern anyone who has current certification in their own country.  Just a couple of small points about headlamp aim and aftermarket brake hoses but otherwise pretty straight forward. 
It costs around NZD 40 and takes about 30 minutes. You will also have to make a payment for the equivalent of road tax for the period the bike is on the road.  This isapproxNZD 50-100.
As mentioned earlier Insurance is not a legal requirement in NZ however, many people have voluntary insurance as accidents do happen. I have found two companies willing to offer short term insurance to foreign registered bikes either 3rd party or fully comprehensive. I cannot give estimates as it is dependent on the bike and the rider but I would not expect this to be a major cost.

Finally there is the return journey.  Cleaning and re-crating the bike yet again for entry back into Europe.
So as you can see there’s a lot to think about . . . that is unless you can find someone who will sort out the majority of this for you.And that’s the good news.

We have found a company who will make this complicated process much easier for you. The company is run by a group of Kiwi’s who, for quite a few years, have shipped their own bikes back and forth to enjoy summers in both the northern and southern hemispheres and now have set up a business to offer this service to bikers who want to experience the sun on their backs in February as opposed to snow. 
They operate out of Gravesend in the south of England and can ship bikes to either Auckland (North Island) or Christchurch(South Island). Shipping takes approximately7 to 8 weeks each way.  

The service they offer has an all-in price covering:
1. Return shipping UK-NZ-UK.
2. Specially made steel cradles for your bikes to go on (including your bike gear).

3. Marine/Transit Insurance covering your bike and gear from when it is delivered to the depot until you pick it up at the arriving depot.  Also covering the return journey. 

4. Customs and MAF inspections in both NZ and on return to the UK.
5. All documentation fees.
6. Temporary import fees on return shipments.
7. Customs 15% import taxes on the written valuation of your bikes.  On return shipments only.
8. NZ temporary registration (road tax) and the Warrant of Fitness (MOT) fees.
9. Picking you up from the airport in NZ and taking you to collect your bike at the depot.
10. 100% money back refund up to 14 days prior to your bike being loaded into the container if your plans change.
11. If your bikes have been loaded into a container and the container has not yet left the depot (to be loaded onto the vessel) then you will be refunded minus your deposit.
Their current prices are ₤1500 pounds for all of the above, for bikes under 2340 mm in overall length (which is most of them).  Rising to ₤2150 pounds for bigger bikes over that length like a Rocket 3 or a Goldwing.  They also send trikes, sidecars, Can-Ams etc.Take a look at their website:
www.newzealandmotorcycleadventures.co.uk for more information.
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Within WATOC, our idea is first to find out how many are interested and the dates that people would like to travel.  Although we are still just over two years out it would be helpful to get some idea of numbers of who would like to ship their own bike to NZ and return. 
Once we know the earliest people want to be in NZ and the latest they will stay, we can then work towards shipping dates and return dates that would suit us best.

So if you are interested, please e-mail me; Geoff Walton and I will send you a short form to collect all the information we need at this stage.  We would like to complete this by May 2017.  No deposits would be required until 2 months before shipment and full payments no later than 28 days before shipping.

If you have any questions please email me and I will try to answer questions as quickly as possible.  Nearer the time, we hope to have some information sheets on interesting things to see, events going on while you are there and places to stay.
If you want to know more about New Zealand, starting with the “100% Pure New Zealand” website is a good option but believe me nothing can really prepare you for the experience of a lifetime.
Registration forms for the rally entry are currently being organized by TOMCC NZ.
Hopefully these will be available by the end of the year.

Finally just to repeat - all costs are current at time of writing.  In our current economic climate things could easily change but we will, of course, keep you informed if you register an interest in joining us.

Contact Geoff Walton on:  geoff.walton01@gmail.com
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